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MVHS Bands Course Syllabus
Band Motto: Early is on time, on time is late and late is unacceptable.

Band Courses:


Concert Band


Symphonic Band

Wind Ensemble

Band Philosophy:

The Mount Vernon High School band program is committed to fostering lifelong musicians, creating a school and community whose populace can articulate musical understanding, enjoyment and its disciplines as it translates to life.

Band Handbook & Year Calendar:

In the interest of conservation, this year’s band handbook and class calendar is available online at www.charmsoffice.com - Parent/Student Login: MtVernonHSB. For a more detailed outline of the course requirements and expectations, please access it at either the band web site or charms. A hard copy can be provided upon request.

Required Materials:

· An instrument and its accessories in working condition

· Pencils

· Tuner

· Metronome

Class Requirements:

· Do not talk while the director is talking.

· Follow directions the first time.

· Do the right thing.

Assessment and Evaluation: 

Assessment of acquired knowledge and skill in instrumental music is measured using four four-point rubrics.  Each rubric is designed to assess at what level desired outcomes have been attained during each learning period.  The desired outcomes are described in Vertical Performance, Horizontal Performance, Preeminent Performance, and the personal element of Bandmanship (citizenship).  The outcomes remain analogous for the performing art sequence with a goal of increased complexity and mastery with each experience.

Assessment refers to the means and tools used to gather information about students and their achievement.  Evaluation refers to the judgments and decisions made about students and their work as a result of that assessment.  A summative evaluation (letter grade) based on performance assessment (rubric placement) is determined using a point system.

	Rubric Points
	    Letter Grade
	 Evaluation

	15 - 16
	A
	Superior Mastery

	14
	A- 
	Near Superior Mastery

	13
	B+
	More than Substantial but not A-

	12
	B
	Substantial Mastery

	11
	B-
	Near Substantial Mastery

	10
	C+
	More than Adequate but not B-

	9
	C
	Adequate Mastery

	8
	C-
	Near Adequate

	7
	D
	Partial Mastery


Assessments:

Students are required to complete multiple Assessments throughout the academic year.  Assessments will be recorded during regular class meeting times.  Students who do not complete an assessment will receive a “0” in the categories being assessed.  Students will not be allowed to complete Assessments after the deadline has passed without completing alternative assignments. If the student misses an assessment it is his or her responsibility to schedule their assessment with the band director before the deadline.  If the student has completed their assessment before the deadline, they may be allowed to reassess before and sometimes after the deadline.  

Missed Performances:

Students who have an unexcused absence from a major performance, as determined by the band director, will receive a “0” for Bandmanship.  Additionally, if the student wishes to remain eligible for credit in the class, they will have to complete a “make-up” assignment that equals or exceeds the time and preparation that would be put into a major performance, as determined by the band director.

Marching Band/Pep Band Grading
The Marching Band and Pep Band at Mount Vernon High School are made up of all the members of the Wind Ensemble, and the Concert Band.  These ensembles perform several times per year and students are expected to attend every scheduled performance and evening rehearsal.  However, because students and their parents are not always able to attend or provide transportation to every single performance or rehearsal that the Marching Band or Pep Band has scheduled, I grade attendance for these ensembles according to the following rubric (plus or minus points affect the point total out of 16 earned at an assessment):

Marching Band (Football Season)

Approximately 12 dates

Including evening rehearsals

	Attendance
	Assessment
	Grade (points)

	0 absences
	Superior
	+1

	1 absence
	Adequate
	No change

	2-3 absences
	Partial
	-1

	4+ absences
	Poor
	-2


Pep Band (Basketball Season)

Approximately 20 dates + playoffs (if applicable)

	Attendance
	Assessment
	Grade (points)

	0-2 absences
	Superior
	+1

	3-4 absences
	Adequate
	No change

	5-6 absences
	Partial
	-1

	7+ absences
	Poor
	-2


It is imperative that all students attend all rehearsals and performances.  When students are missing, they are not learning.  Additionally, they are missing out on valuable information and performance experience.  Worst of all, when parts are not being played and positions are not being filled, everyone from the students to the players to the community notices and it makes the band look less than its best.  These performances and rehearsals are not an “extra”; they are an integral part of a complete musical experience and education.   

When students cannot make a rehearsal or performance, they must contact Mr. Scherr via phone message or e-mail before the start of that event to explain the situation.  Often transportation is the biggest issue and if there is enough prior notice, then we can find a solution so that no student misses a rehearsal or performance.  If no prior notice is given, Mr. Scherr will have to assume that the student is skipping the event and that absence will be considered unexcused.  Even if you are sick, it is not difficult for you or your parent/guardian to call or e-mail your band director.  Please make an effort to do so!

