Dear Band Parent/s,
CONGRATULATIONS!  Your child has shown a great deal of personal self-discipline is his/her musical growth.  The beginner band years are behind us and your child is demonstrating very positive progress on his/her instrument.

Your support and encouragement have been fundamental in achieving this goal, and now we are ready to move to the next phase.  By now, the “newness” of the band experience has probably worn off.  The technical demands are increasing, and this can lead to a slump in individual enthusiasm and growth.  You, as the most important audience for your child, can prevent this from happening.  An extra boost could well be the prescription needed to attain the next performance level.  In truth, this is where the real joy of making music begins.  The benefits are beyond measure and it is vital that your child continues to maintain a disciplined practice schedule to reap the rewards of the efforts to date and to move on to the next level.

Every parent wants the best educational preparation for their children.  Band offers an understanding and practice of many disciplines other than the technique required to play an instrument.  In An Evaluation of the Achievement in Reading and Arithmetic of Pupils in the Elementary School Classes, author B. Friedman states, “Music students always outperform non-music students on achievement tests in reading and math.  Because of their study of music, their skilled are better at reading, anticipating, memory, listening, forecasting, recall and concentration.”  We all know these are valuable attributes to success at any chosen field of study and the benefits of participating in band reach far beyond playing nice music.
So, how can you help?  Next week you’ll be receiving the Mount Baker Band/Choir Handbook that details everything you can expect to happen in class this year including, a performance schedule, concert requirements, and class requirements.  Please take some time to look through it with your child, pencil the concert dates on your family calendar, and join them in their excitement for a wonderful year of band.

In the meantime, there are a few things you can do immediately to help your child succeed in band.  All band students need a new method book.  7th grade band uses Essential Elements 2000, Book 2.  8th graders need I Recommend.  Both books can be purchased at Hugo Helmer Music in Burlington for around $7.  Also, they will need a black 3-ring notebook (1 ½ inch binding works well), a spiral-bound notebook, and about 20 clear plastic protective sheets to put their music in to and keep in good condition.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this and helping me provide your child with the best possible band experience I can.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact me or visit our website.
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