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Welcome

Students & Parents of the Mount Baker Middle School Band/Choir program,


Welcome to the future of music at Mount Baker Middle School!  I look forward to a wonderful year in music and one that will raise the bar for the kind of music program we can have here.  Please help me and your student(s) make this year rewarding and productive by reading through this handbook and holding your student(s) accountable for their success in this program.  I strongly believe that I, as the teacher, am a facilitator in the classroom and that the responsibility for learning and academic success falls in the hands of the students and you as parents shaping their young minds.


I have prepared this handbook to help inform and answer most questions regarding the band and choir program at Mount Baker Middle School.  From grading policies to performance dates, this handbook contains a variety of information that I hope you find helpful.  Please read it carefully and be sure you understand the possible implications of the information it contains.

The last page must be filled out and returned to me by Friday, September 23rd.  This is a graded assignment (see grading), so please be sure it gets turned in on time.  This page is a statement of acknowledgement; it simply says that you have read and understand the policies and procedures outlined in the handbook.  Please understand that by signing this statement, you are not only affirming that you have read and understand the information contained here in, you are also agreeing to the follow these policies and procedures to make sure this year, and our music program, is as successful as possible. 

Please take special note of all performance dates.  I would encourage you to copy these dates on to your household planner or calendar.  This will help you avoid one of the most common causes of lowered grades in band or choir (missing a performance).  Also, although I have attempted to set all these dates around all other school activities, please understand that some of these are subject to change.  I will send each of my students home with concert announcements or an announcement of changes in the event date or time, well in advance of the changes.

If you ever have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me:
Work Phone: (360)428-6127 EXT.32131

Home Phone/Cell Phone: (360)420-8157

E-mail: awagner@mv.k12.wa.us
2011 – 2012 Band & Choir Activities List

	Ensemble
	Event
	Date
	Time
	Location

	8th Grade Band
	Concert w/Dallas brass
	9/27/11
	7:00pm
	McIntyre Hall

	Concert Choir
	TOSCA
	10/7&21/11
	7:30pm
	McIntyre Hall

	Concert Choir
	TOSCA
	10/9&23/11
	12:30pm
	McIntyre Hall

	Choir/Band
	Concert
	11/10/11
	7:30pm
	MBMS Commons

	Concert Choir
	Murder Mystery Dinner
	11/18/11
	6:00pm
	MBMS Commons

	Jazz Band
	Madison MLK Assembly
	01/13/11
	1:30 – 2:30pm
	Madison Elementary

	Choir/Band
	Solo & Ensemble Recital & Art Show 
	01/19/12
	5:00 – 8:00pm
	MBMS Commons

	Selected Students
	Solo & Ensemble Contest
	02/04/12
	All Day
	Bellingham

	7/8 Choir
	MV Choir Festival
	TBD
	12:30 – 2:00pm
	MVHS

	Choir/Band
	Concert
	03/22/12
	7:30pm
	MBMS Commons

	Whoever wants
	PARIS TOUR!
	03/31-04/07/12
	All Week
	PARIS!

	Jazz Band
	Skagit Jazz Festival
	04/13/12
	7:00pm
	Anacortes High School

	Choir
	Large Group Choir Contest
	04/16/12
	All Day
	Anacortes High School

	Band
	Large Group Band Contest
	04/17/12
	All Day
	Anacortes High School

	Selected Students
	Junior Honor Festival
	05/05/12
	All Day
	Mount Baker High School - Demining

	Concert Choir
	Best of Northwest
	05/09-12/12
	3 days
	Portland, OR

	Jazz Band
	Jazz After-Dinner
	05/17/12
	6:00pm
	Hillcrest Park Lodge

	Concert Choir
	Get America Singing 
	TBD
	Day
	TBD

	Jazz Band
	Folk-Life Festival
	05/25/12
	All Day
	Seattle

	Band
	All District Band Festival
	05/29/12
	7:00pm
	MVHS Gym

	Choir/Band
	Band & Choir Concert
	05/05/12
	7:30pm
	MBMS Commons

	Others To Be Announced


Jazz Band & Concert Choir – In addition to these regularly scheduled events, the jazz band and Concert Choir will perform at a variety of local events such as school assemblies, local retirement homes and community events, and by special invitation.  I will do my best to give you as much advance notice of these events as possible.

Music Festivals

Honor Festival

The San Juan Washington Regional Honor Festival is an event held in the first of May.  Each music teacher is asked to select the top 10% of their programs to participate in the festival.  The students receive the music for the festival approximately three weeks prior to the event to study.  The day of the festival the students will gather in their respective groups to learn their music and hold a public performance later that same evening.

SJMEA Large Group Festival

Each year the SJMEA hosts a band and choir festival at the end of March.  The purpose of the festival is to provide all of our student performing groups an opportunity to be adjudicated by music professionals from around the northwest.  It also gives the students the chance to hear other area groups and evaluate their own performance by comparison to the other groups.  

University of Portland – Best of the Northwest Choir Festival


Since 1974, the University of Portland has hosted the finest school choirs in the 
region.  Over the years, notable judges have included Moses Hogan, Z. Randall 
Stroope, Dale Warland, Simon Carrington, William Hatcher, and Joseph 
Flummerfelt.  A panel of three judges is selected to represent the local area, the 
region, and the nation.  In 2011 the judges will be Jo-Michael Scheibe, national 
president of the American Choral Directors Association; James Savage, director of 
the distinguished music program at St. James Cathedral in Seattle; and Doree 
Jarboe, award winning conductor, recently retired from Grant High School in 
Portland.

Murder Mystery Dinner

This is the first of two fundraisers that we host every year.  The Concert Choir students serve a dinner to our guests who come dressed as the characters they will play throughout the evening.  There are several tables filled with a set of characters.  Each table does their own version of the same mystery and a host facilitates the evening.  This event has been a blast!  

Jazz After-Dinner


Each spring the Jazz Band hosts a three course dessert fundraiser.  The main purpose of this event is to showcase our top performing band – the jazz band – and to raise the necessary funds for our music program.  The Jazz Band will play two sets of music as Concert Choir members serve as the wait staff for the dessert.  This is a wonderful event that involves a large number of students and community members in celebrating music and raising money.

Concert Expectations

Based on basic respect for the hard work and many hours of practice involved in the preparation of the music, audience members and students should follow these expectations:

Performers are expected to behave in a professional manner, which means:

· Arrive on time

· Dress appropriately (see concert dress code)

· Do not talk or whisper to those around you during a performance whether you are on stage or not

· Focus all of your attention on the music and the conductor

· Don’t do things to draw attention to yourself

· Help with set-up and clean-up

· DO YOUR BEST! If you make a mistake just keep playing, no one probably noticed

· Do not walk around and socialize in the hallways during a concert.  You need to be in the performance venue, seated, and quiet

Audience members are expected to show respect for the performers and show appreciation for their work:

· Please do not talk or make noise during a performance

· If you have to leave a performance, please wait until between pieces

· Please keep small children quiet and under control

· Do not walk around and socialize in the hallways during a concert

· Do not use your cell phone for any purpose during a performance…even text messaging.  ( 

Music Room Expectations

Goals

1. We are in band or choir because we love music & we are committed to personal improvement as a musician through perseverance and dedication.
2. We will always show respect for the people, the music, the tools, and the mission in band or choir.
3. We will be ready to make music together when class starts.
4. We will strive to make every rehearsal a quality investment of your time and energy.
5. We will take responsibility for, and accept the consequences of our actions and choices.
6. We will not interfere with the learning and safety of our fellow musicians.
With these goals in mind the following rules apply to the music room:

1. No gum, candy, food or drink in the music room, practice rooms, or storage areas

2. Don’t leave your clothes, reeds, or garbage in the music room

3. Don’t play the percussion instruments unless you are a percussionist

4. Report all damage to school instruments ASAP even if you did not cause it

5. Stack your chair and stand at the end of every rehearsal

6. All other school rules apply

Grading Policy

Your grade in band or choir will be determined based on a weighted category system as follows:

· There are six basic categories upon which you will be graded:

1. Performances

2. Participation

3. Homework Checks

4. Practice Logs

5. Written or Other Assignments

6. Attendance at 1 concert a quarter outside of Mount Baker
1. Performances:  You must perform at all performances or have been granted an excused absence as outlined in the Performance Policy part of your band handbook.  Failure to attend or be excused from a performance will drop your percentage in the class by 25%.  This means that if you miss a performance and have received 100% on everything else in class you will only pass with a C.  If you are granted an excused absence your make-up assignment must be turned in within two weeks after the performance date.  If you fail to turn your make-up assignment in on time your grade in band or choir will drop by 25%.
2. Participation:  You must be prepared for, participate in at an acceptable level, and not disrupt the rehearsal process.   

3. Homework Checks:  Students will receive a homework check grade about every two weeks.  Each homework check grade is worth 10 points.  Homework assignments for each week will be posted in the music room.  Homework checks are graded on a 4 level system: O (outstanding – 10), S (Satisfactory – 7.5), U (Unsatisfactory – 2.5), and N (Not Performed – 0).  Homework checks can only be made up by playing the required material on the students own time before the grade posts at the end of the quarter. 

4. Practice Logs:  We all know how valuable practice is to progress in any endeavor we set out to do.  Music is no exception.  Band students are required to practice one hour a week.  I will collect practice logs at the end of every two week period.  These practice logs must be signed by the parent(s) to be valid.  No signature, no grade. 

5. Written or other Assignments:  This category can include anything from research projects, bulletined board creation, or extra performances.  Assignments in this category will vary greatly as will the point values.

Performance Policy

Attendance at performances is required!

An Unexcused absence from a performance will lower your grade as you WILL NOT be allowed to make up those points.  If you are sick your parents must notify Mr. Wagner prior to the performance and bring a note signed by your parent/guardian upon returning to school.  Having your parents call after the performance to excuse you is unacceptable and will be considered unexcused.

To avoid this, if you have to miss a performance, I need a written note signed from your parent/guardian at least two weeks prior to a performance.  School activities take priority over extra curricular activities.  Telling Mr. Wagner the day before a performance that you have a baseball game (or any other extra curricular activity) and won’t make it to the performance is unacceptable and will be treated as an unexcused absence.  Two weeks notice is fair.  Mount Baker Middle School reserves the right to not excuse absences for invalid reasons.  Following Mount Baker Middle School policy, students are able to make up all assignments from excused days or periods.

If you do miss a performance for an excused absence and you wish to make up the points you must satisfactorily complete one of the following make up assignments.  Make up assignments are due no later than 10 school days after your return to school.  Each make up assignment is worth the same amount as a performance.  It is your responsibility to remember to get your excused notes and your make up assignment in on time. I WILL NOT REMIND YOU. 

Performance make up options are:

A) A three page paper about a composer or topic agreed upon by Mr. Wagner.  The paper must be typed with 1 ½” margins and 12 point Times New Roman font.  The paper must also include citations for all references.  You must have at least 2 sources, only one of which being the internet.  As in a performance, there will only be one graded draft accepted; however, Mr. Wagner will be happy to look at it any time to make sure it’s acceptable.

B) A performance of an approved solo for the rest of the band or choir.  Your performance will be judged on accuracy of rhythms and notes, performance of dynamics and articulations, stylistic interpretation and overall presentation.

C) A presentation to the band or choir on an approved topic.  This presentation must be relevant to the class and be approved well in advance.

Solo & Ensemble

As our state required Classroom Based Performance Assessment (CBPA) all students are required to prepare a solo with an accompanist and/or an ensemble piece with other students to be performed at our Solo & Ensemble Recital in January.  Selected students from the recital will perform and be judged by one of the Northwest’s finest music educators at the Solo & Ensemble Contest.  They are judged and scored based on a four point system: I – Superior, II – Excellent, III – Good, and IV – Needs Improvement.  At the middle school level the contest is for rating and judging only, but at the high school level the judges pick a regional winner in each category to represent the San Juan region at the state contest in April.  Solo & Ensemble Contest may very well be the venue through which students show the most personal musical growth and is highly beneficial, challenging, and fun.  

In order for you to participate in Solo & Ensemble Contest they must meet the following guidelines:

1. You must have your solo selected and Okayed by Mr. Wagner no later than Friday, December 11th.

2. Rehearse with your accompanist at least two times outside of class.

3. Perform at the Solo & Ensemble Recital on January 25th.

4. Receive a + rating from the judge at the recital.

The Stuff You Need/Concert Dress/Uniforms

Stuff You Need:

· Instrument with accessories (reeds, mouthpiece, valve oil, slide grease, cleaning kit)

· A black, 3-ring, notebook for all students
· Band students need at least 15 clear, plastic sheet covers in which to keep their music.

· A method book – for band only


Essential Elements 2000, Book 2 for 7th Grade



I Recommend for 8th Grade

· A pencil NOT PEN for marking music

· Percussionists must have a stick bag with a name tag and one pair of Vic Firth SD1 general drumsticks.

· If you are assigned a locker you may have a lock and provide Mr. Wagner with either the combination or an extra key.

Concert Dress:


Choirs: Black and/or white outfit for all participants


Jazz Band – Negotiable


Bands: Black and/or white outfit for all participants

School Instruments

Mount Baker Middle School does own a limited number of larger wind and percussion instruments.  Students in the percussion section need to have their own snare drum, however, all of the other percussion instruments will be provided.  School instruments will be checked out to students on an individual basis.

Music Boosters

The Mount Baker Middle School, Music Booster Club is a parent run, not-for-profit organization established to promote music in our schools.  The club meets a couple times a year to discuss fund raising for various needs that arise annually, and help the music teachers with a variety of tasks.  The club is open to all parents of students involved in any and all aspects of the Mount Baker Middle School Music Program.  Announcements of meetings will be sent home with students. All support and help is greatly appreciated.

Statement of Acknowledgement

RETURN THIS PAGE TO MR.WAGNER

This portion of the handbook must be signed and dated by each student and their parent/guardian and returned to Mr. Wagner by Friday, September 23rd.  This slip is worth 20 points.  If you or your parent/guardian has any questions regarding this handbook please contact me.


I, __________________ have read and understand the information 


 (PRINT STUDENT’S NAME)


contained in this handbook.  I have also discussed the implications and responsibilities associated with that information.  I have taken note of the performance dates and times and I agree to the performance policy outlined in this handbook.

Grade Level: _____

Student’s signature ___________________ Date ______________



      (STUDENT’S SIGNATURE)


I, ____________________ have read and understand the information contained in


    (PRINT PARENT’S NAME)

this handbook.  I have also discussed with my students(s) the implications and responsibilities associated with that information.  I have taken note of the performance dates and times and I agree to the performance policy outlined in this handbook.

Parent/Guardian signature __________________ Date ___________




     (PARENT’S SIGNATURE)

Parent’s email address __________________________________________

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
4

